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Abstract: The relationship between environment

and population growth draws the long-time
attention as an interdisciplinary field. According to
classical Malthusian theory, Thomas Malthus
states that environmental crisis aggravates when
population goes up. But the post Malthusians
reject this view and they argue that many other
factors create environmental problems compared
to population. However, it is observed that the
populated countries and cities have created many
environmental problems at present. On contrary,
another argument emphasizes that it is the mass
consumer culture of developed nations produce
more ecological crisis more than the countries
with higher population. The main objective of this
research paper is to make environmental-
demographics analysis of the inter-relationship
between population growth and environmental
problems. There are very few scholarly works done
on the relationship between population growth
and environmental crisis in Sri Lankan context
specially in Sinhala language. This paper is based
on the review of literature in terms of the
connection between population growth and
environment issues as it found practically difficult
to make an empirical study. For this purpose, the
trend of increasing population that influences
condition of environment has been explored based
on thematic and discourse analysis as the
qualitative study. There is quantitative correlation
between population growth and environmental
problems. The socio-economic patterns and
consumer culture that influence the utilization of
natural resources construct environmental
problems more than increasing population. The
environmental crisis such as waste disposal and
water pollution emerge mainly not due to
population growth. The attitude and behavior
patterns matter a lot in this regard. The population
representing both higher and lower social class
effect the environmental issues differently.
Although it is not apparently visible, there can be

conflicts in the ecologically sensitive areas in
consuming natural resources. The population
could positively as well as negatively effect on it.
For example, India as country with higher rate of
population growth and USA with controlled
population growth impact on the environment in
different way. It is important to study the
correlation between population and conflict over
natural resources as well as political crisis and
economy in this regard. As a result, the real
relationship between population and environment
will be revealed.
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