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Abstract: This article reveals the trends of

suicide in Sri Lanka. Suicides can be considered as
more sensitive and crucial social issue. It has
social, economic, cultural and political aspects.
There was a high suicide rate in Sri Lanka when it
came as the world first place on suicide rate in
1995. It was 8519 persons and 47 per 100000.
Now the rate is coming down based on preventing
programs. This paper discussed about socio-
demographic factors such as ethnicity, age,
gender, civil statues, educational level and causes.
The research problem was 'how does less morals
affect to suicides in Sri Lanka?' Research objectives
were identifying causes and basic traits of its
trends. The research type was basic and
guantitative. The theory on Index of Poverty of
Morals introduced by Emile Durkheim was tested
in the research, based on secondary data on crime
statistics from police and statistics of senses and
population department. Study revealed socio-
demographic informations such as; minimum
suicides were reported among the Muslims and
Islamic people. Suicide rate of married persons
was higher than unmarried; grade 7-1lis the
highest representing educational level of suicides.
Most common reasons were harassments
between husband and wife, family matters,
dissapoinment and harassment, phychological
disorders and cronic diseases. The findings prove
that the basic factor relevant to suicides in Sri
Lanka is social.

Key words: suicide, SriLanka, socio-

demographic, anomic, dis-integration, moral
system
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