RESEARCH ARTICLE

Dr.M.T.M. Mahees

E-Journal of Social Work 2020 - 4 (2): 39-52

THE IMPACT OF HUMAN ELEPHANT CONFLICTS ON THE
FAMILY LIFE OF DRY ZONE PEOPLE AND THE ROLE OF
SOCIAL WORK IN MINIMIZING THE ISSUE

oG 88 ©:0® Bug nEIved o 880x0 ») 58FE Tonwsd 8¢
D6 DEEWE »I DG O SO W OIS DadSB Ot HBHVOG

Senior Lecturer, Department of Sociology, University of Colombo, Sri Lanka.

R.D.S. Rajapaksha

Teacher and Social Sciences Researcher

Abstract: The human wildlife conflicts have

become worst scenario in Sri Lanka due to
unsustainable development activities and
various political ecological issues. Today
human elephant conflicts have been
identified as a leading socio-environmental
problem of the country. This crisis is mainly
found among the farming community of dry
zone and many mitigation plans put forward
became fruitless. However, it reveals that
ecological social works are supposed to be
good solution to this problem in many other
parts of the world according to the existing
literature based on green social works. The
primary objective this paperistoanalyse the
impact of human elephant conflict on the
social and family life of people in dry zone.
This paper also looks at the role of social
workers in minimizing the grievances of
people affected by the conflict in dry zone.
The methodology of this paperis based on the
existingknowledgeintherelevantliterature
and primary data collected from
Dehiattakandiya divisional secretariat of
Mahaweli zone. The data was qualitatively
analysed based on themes and discourses
such as vulnerability, social risk, ecological
democracy and green social work. The human
elephant conflict has made entire life of dry
zone farmers complicated and vulnerable. It
has negatively influenced the husband-wife
relationship, socio-physiological life family

and marriage and education of children. The
politicized mitigation actions and
compensation programs have created many
new livelihood and genderchallenges among
the dry zone families. Farmers are adapting
to new social risk life depending the
complexities of human wildlife conflicts. The
contribution of ecological social work is very
minimum in the context of human wildlife
conflictsin Sri Lanka.
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